Minutes — Public Spaces & Services Committee

Minutes of the meeting held at 7pm on Monday 12 January 2026 at

PERRANZABULOE

PARISH Coune1l Chyanhale, Ponsmere Valley, Perranporth, TR6 0DB

In attendance: Clirs Bowers (Chair), Byfield, Cook, Gaisford, Rogers, Stephens
Amanda Coleman (Clerk)

15 members of the public, Clir Louise Blackman

1. To note councillors present
Noted. Clir Byfield will be arriving at approximately 7.30pm. 001/26/PS

2. To receive apologies and accept reasons for absence
Clirs Hunter, Lawrence, Pentecost
Proposed: Cllr Cook Seconded: Clir Rogers unan 002/26/PS

3. Declarations of interest and dispensations granted
None. 003/26/PS

4. Minutes of the Last Meeting

Members approved the minutes of the last Public Spaces & Services Committee meeting 8 December
2025 as a true and accurate record.

Proposed: Clir Stephens Seconded: Clir Gaisford 4-0(1abs) 004/26/PS

5. Public Participation (15 minutes allowed)

Various members of the public spoke regarding their interest in streetlights, in particular 137CD,
019CD and 143CD. Chair explained that it has been resolved not to fix those lights, and that it cannot
be revisited for 6 months unless 6 councillors would like to bring it back for discussion. Therefore no
discussion regarding individual lights will take place tonight. Looking at Policy only.

Members of the public expressed disappointment at the decision not to repair the lights and raised
concerns about poor path, pavement, and road conditions in some areas. The Clerk and Chair clarified
that Cornwall Council is the statutory highway authority, responsible for public highways and footpaths
and retaining liability for their condition. Therefore, concerns regarding the state of footpaths should
be directed to Cornwall Council, who have an online reporting form. The Parish Council does cut back
vegetation on some footpaths on behalf of Cornwall Council. Concerns about overgrown footpaths
directed to the office. Clerk reiterated that the Parish Council has no legal statutory duty to provide
streetlights. A petition was handed in to the Clerk detailing those members of the public that use
footpath CD137. Member of the public expressed concerns over the risk assessments and whether
they were fit for purpose as inspections not undertaken in the dark. Clerk stated that its workers do
not work evenings, so this is not possible. They do undertake two visits, which occur at different times
of the day. Clir Stephens spoke to the public and reported that he is liaising with Cornwall Council over
lights that could potentially be brought up to standard and adopted by Cornwall Council. There are
around 80 eligible streetlights, but the cost is likely to be prohibitive. Discussions have previously been
had. Updated cost estimates will be obtained once an audit has been done; however, as
Perranzabuloe Parish Council has no statutory duty to provide street lighting, meeting the cost of an
upgrade to infrastructure for which Cornwall Council holds statutory responsibility may be considered
an inappropriate use of public funds. In a scenario where the Parish Council removed some or all
street lights, then Clir Stephens would look to ensure Cornwall Council put up 30mph repeater signs,
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as an absence of a street lighting scheme would necessitate this. Clerk has suggested that low level
solar panel lighting in certain areas (e.g. footpaths) will be discussed, but highlighted again that it has
no statutory duty to provide lighting, and that people should do their own risk assessments when using
paths in the dark (use of torches, avoid in inclement weather etc.). 005/26/PS

6. To receive a report from the Clerk on matters arising from the last minutes

Biffa have started servicing the dog bins. This means that all bins in the Parish are now serviced by
them. Due to sickness, the memorial shelter has been delayed again, however, the artwork is
complete and the boards have been ordered, so hopefully they will be installed by February half term.
Kitchen refurbishment at Chyanhale has been delayed due to staff sickness, however, good progress
is being made now. Priority for the Grounds team this month will be the Community Library. Opening
of Chyanhale went well and was well attended. Clerk has a meeting with the Community Capacity
Fund (who funded the furniture and resources) at the end of the month. Trees have been planted at
the skatepark. Hedging by the acoustic fence will be planted when the saplings arrive February/early
March. Quote received from Trevails to dig trench which will be discussed next month. Welcome to
Perranporth signage has been collected. Will be erected after the Library has opened. Unfortunately
the bottom section of each of the ball stop posts were damaged in Storm Goretti. The grounds team
will try and re-erect the rest of the ball stop posts and net, so it will be one post lower than before
whilst the Clerk contacts NetWorld Sports about a replacement of those sections. It is now on the risk
assessment to remove in Amber/Red weather alerts and has been included in the Storm Preparedness
document in the office. Apart from Unit 6, the rest of Parish Council owned buildings have fortunately
weathered the storm well, as has Goonhavern and Bolenna Parks. A full inspection was undertaken
by the Grounds Assistant today and no serious issues reported. 006/26/PS

7. To discuss board capacity and resolve on whether to increase capacity by 10 boards (total)
following RNLI and Cornwall Council correspondence.

Emails noted and discussed.

It was resolved to increase board numbers on a trial basis for the 2026 season to a total of 80 boards

(80 low tide) and 65 board (high tide). Assistant Clerk to amend policy and procedure. To review at

the end of the season or if any issues occur or counter advice from the RNLI.

Proposed: Clir Cook Seconded: Clir Bowers unan 007/26/PS

8. To resolve on surf licence applications received to date for 2026

All 3 surf schools have submitted applications. Documentation reviewed.

It was resolved to approve the following surf licences, subject to receipt of all required
documentation.

a) Perranporth Surf School - 40 boards

b) Pegs Surf School — 16 boards

c) Stoked Surf School — 24 boards

Proposed: Clir Stephens Seconded: Clir Gaisford unan 008/26/PS

9. To discuss South West Water overflows and resolve on:

(a) Instructing the Clerk to write to South West Water to request details of any current or planned
investment or upgrade works at Goonhavern Sewage Treatment Works and Bolingey Pumping
Station, and, in the absence of such plans, to seek a written explanation, particularly in light of the
frequency of sewage overflow incidents at both locations.

Discussed. ClIr Cook noted that overflow SBB00500 has no plan for reduction in overflows by 2030
but there is a plan for 2050. Clerk to add this query to the correspondence.

Clir Byfield arrived 7.30pm
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Clir Byfield addressed the item, outlining historic involvement by the Parish Council. Over a three-year
period there were an average of 25-50 sewage overflows per year. The Parish Council wrote to the
Environment Agency and South West Water, setting out the issues and the impact on local businesses
and the tourism economy. Following this intervention, the matter received greater attention, the
Environment Agency fined South West Water approximately £50,000, and the pumping station was
upgraded. Ongoing concerns remain in respect of Goonhavern, which is not currently monitored and
does not appear in standard datasets.

It was resolved to instruct the Clerk to write to South West Water to request details of any current or
planned investment or upgrade works at Goonhavern Sewage Treatment Works and Bolingey

Pumping Station, and, in the absence of such plans, to seek a written explanation, particularly in light
of the frequency of sewage overflow incidents at both locations. Clerk to copy in Environment Agency

and MP Perran Moon.
Proposed: Clir Stephens Seconded: Cllr Rogers 5-0(1abs) 009/26/PS

(b) Instructing the Clerk to write to the Environment Agency requesting a review and, where
appropriate, an update to the environmental permits for Goonhavern Sewage Treatment Works and
Bolingey Pumping Station, specifically to ensure that:

e sewage overflow events at Goonhavern trigger pollution alerts for Perranporth; and

o sewage overflow events at Bolingey are reported live and trigger pollution alerts for

Perranporth

It was resolved to instruct the Clerk to write to the Environment Agency (copy in MP Perran Moon)
requesting a review and, where appropriate, an update to the environmental permits for
Goonhavern Sewage Treatment Works and Bolingey Pumping Station, specifically to ensure that:

e sewage overflow events at Goonhavern trigger pollution alerts for Perranporth; and

e sewage overflow events at Bolingey are reported live and trigger pollution alerts for

Perranporth
Proposed: Clir Stephens Seconded: Cllr Rogers 5-0(1abs) 010/26/PS

10. To review the Streetlight Policy and resolve to recommend amendments to Full Council
Clerk distributed a historical report ahead of the meeting, together with the current Streetlight Policy
and suggested amendments from Clir Cook.

Clir Cook spoke to this item and outlined evidence against street lights citing studies and research
undertaken, and acknowledged there are pros and cons. ClIr Gaisford spoke regarding 049CD.
Already ambient light there. Suggest to Cornwall Council putting in low level LED bollard lights. Clir
Byfield spoke to this item. Policy approach balanced and measured. Some locations detrimental,
others more appropriate. Suggested that it identifies areas where streetlights are required and get
them up to spec to transfer to Cornwall Council. Remove others. Long-term strategy required. Also
suggested engaging with professional consultant to draw up a public consultation and also advise on
streetlights. Clir Stephen also spoke to this item. Currently policy does not help anyone and would
like to see revisions.. Would like to see revisions.

Chair suspended Standing Orders to allow ClIr Blackman to speak

ClIr Blackman - Cornwall Council’s decision was based on its carbon net zero policy/aspirations. When
this was challenged, data collected showed that residents were in favour of lights turning off at 11pm
and so there was not a case to be had. Would welcome low level solar lighting where possible.

Chair reinstated Standing Orders

Clerk recommended that the audit exercise that is already in progress be completed before any public
consultation to ensure all information and costs can be consulted on. Data currently being collected
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includes which lights have had a resolution not to repair, which lights have not been working for 12
months or more (with fewer than 3 requests) and which lights are on unadopted roads. A quote for
removing these lights and electric supply will then be sought. Lights that could be transferred to
Cornwall Council will also be costed up by Enerveo (although Clerk would not recommend this as likely
to be costly and it is Cornwall Council’s statutory duty not ours). Committee will then be informed and
able to assess and suggest alternative solutions where appropriate, such as replacing street lights with
low level LED bollards on high risk paths or parks such as Bolenna.

It was resolved to recommend to Council amending the Streetlight Policy to include wording to this

effect:

“‘After a period of 12 months of a street light being out of order, or immediately after a Parish Council

not to repair a street light, the street light shall be removed from the electricity supply at the earliest

opportunity, so that the Parish Council incurs no further electricity costs.”

Cllr Stephens requested a recorded vote.

Proposed: Clir Cook Seconded: Clir Byfield 4-1(1abs) carried 011/26/PS
(AB, BB, RC, PG for the motion. SS against. Clir Rogers abstained)

11. To receive an update from the Clerk on the PPC Dogs on Leads consultation and to consider
public feedback on extending the required dogs on leads period

Clerk reported a good response so far with 364 responses submitted to date. 88% in favour of dogs

on leads. Some comments on the consultation and via Facebook regarding extending the period or

changing the boundary. Clir Byfield spoke to this item. Would not recommend extending the period or

amending the boundary. Clerk to report consultation results to Cornwall Council once it closes at the

end of January. 012/26/PS

12. To note the Indoor Ramp ROSPA report
Noted. 013/26/PS

13. To note the date of the next meeting: Monday 9 February 2026 at Chyanhale, Parish Council
Offices. 014/26/PS

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 8.12pm.



