Minutes — Full Council

PERRANZABULDE
PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 20 July 2026
held at the Parish Council Offices, Chyanhale, Ponsmere Valley,
TR6 ODB at 7pm,

Clirs Bowers (Chair), Arthur, Byfield, Cook, Hunter, Miners, Pentecost, Stephens, Trenfield, Yeo

Also in attendance: Amanda Coleman
Jo Poulton, 6 members of the public

1. To note councillors present
Noted. 172/26/FC

2. To receive apologies for absence and reasons

It was resolved to approve the apologies of Clirs Butler, Gaisford and Trevethan. No apologies
from Clir Lawrence so not accepted.

Proposed: Cllr Arthur Seconded: Clir Cook unan 173/26/FC

3. To receive any Declarations of Interest and Dispensations Granted
Clirs Stephens declared an interest in Item 23a (non-registerable). 174/26/FC

4. Public Question Time
Steve Sudworth (National Trust) addressed the meeting regarding the management of Droskyn
Field. He welcomed the Council's direction for the site, noting its importance for coastal grassland
habitat, nearby choughs and ground-nesting birds. He explained that the field, previously used for
arable crops and now under a herbal ley, is not ideal for wildlife in the long term. He recommended
restoring it to coastal grassland by cultivating and sowing a wildflower mix, with possible support
available from the National Trust. For current management, he advised to:
o Collect the arisings from what has already been cut now.
e Cut the rest in late August/September, leaving a section uncut to provide shelter and food
through the winter.
e Cut again in late August/September 2027, then cultivate (to kill off the herbal ley) and sow
seed.

Mr Shaw thanked the Council for its response regarding cutting back the seating area at Bolingey.

Farmer - Referring to the recent grass cutting at Droskyn Field, he said he had only been informed
that the Council wished the grass cut and had not been asked to leave it until September. They
followed guidance to cut in mid-July after the ground-nesting bird season had ended. Clir Cook
asked the farmer who at the Council informed him that the grass is to be cut. He replied that he had
a conversation with Clir Gaisford last year and more recently with Clir Arthur who confirmed the
instruction. Councillors thanked the farmer for attending.

Jo Poulton attended the meeting and expressed an interest in being co-opted to the Council.
Arthur Sherry referred to correspondence with the Clerk, including an FOI request regarding signage
at Droskyn Field. He described an incident while walking his dog on Droskyn Field during the grass

cutting that left him shaken. He said he had previously raised concerns about skylarks and stressed
that his actions were intended to protect wildlife, not cause disruption. He added that subsequent
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media coverage had been upsetting. Cllr Bowers noted that cutting the grass at that time of year
was not unlawful. Clerk will explain the rationale for delaying a cut until September when the field is
discussed as part of the agenda.

ClIr Byfield commented that it was positive both parties had attended the meeting, recognising that
all involved cared about the landscape and wildlife, and encouraged everyone to remain respectful
of both the farmer and members of the public. 175/26/FC

5. To receive and approve the Minutes of the previous meeting: 22 June 2026
It was resolved to approve the Minutes held on 22 June 2026
Proposed: Clir Pentecost Seconded: Clir Miners 7-0(3abs) 176/26/FC

6. Correspondence
(a) Letter from South West Water — Noted 177/26/FC

7. To receive any reports from Cornwall Councillors

Clir Louise Blackman has given apologies but has sent a report that was emailed earlier. Clir

Bowers raised concern at lack of engagement from Clir Barker, Goonhavern. Clir Trenfield

offered to get in touch with Clir Barker to encourage more engagement with the Parish Council.
178/26/FC

8. To receive any reports from Outside Bodies
None. 179/26/FC

9. To receive the Clerk’s Report

Streetlight consultation ends of Wednesday. There have been 121 responses so far. A final
push has been made on social media. Collections of rubbish on the Inner Green increased to 4
collections as of last Friday. Clerk is aware that Biffa has been struggling with amount of refuse,
but Parish Council is monitoring the situation. Will discuss in August PS&S if no change with the
increased collection. There are two service providers on the Inner Green. No issues to report so
far. The Clerk has drawn up a contract with Mark Anthony (aka Atmstreetart). Work has now
started on the re-design of the mural, and they are looking at completing the mural by the end of
September. Revised design(s) will be shared around 19 August, but for information only, as
delegated authority has been given to PS&S and the Butterfly Mural Panel. Duchy Alarms have
now met with the Grounds Manager to discuss CCTV. Installations will start in September to
avoid disruption to the various premises during the Summer holidays. Clerk wished for it to be
noted that the office is already experiencing a significant increase in enquiries due to the recent
period of good weather and the corresponding rise in visitor numbers. The Clerk alone is
currently managing in excess of 130 emails per day. While not all enquiries are visitor-related,
certain recent events have contributed to a significant increase in correspondence. In addition, a
number of staff appraisals are scheduled over the next couple of weeks. Councillors and the
public were advised that, as a result of the current volume of enquiries, response times may be
longer than usual. Brief discussion had regarding use of Al to assist with non-Parish Council
enquiries. 180/26/FC

10. To resolve to co-opt a councillor for the Perranporth Ward and appoint the co-opted
Councillor to any appropriate Committee(s)

It was resolved to co-opt Jo Poulton as the councillor for the Perranporth Ward and to the

Public Spaces and Services Committee. Ballot was unanimous

Proposed: Clir Hunter Seconded: Clir Miners unan 181/26/FC

11. To receive Cornwall Council’s response to the FOI request regarding Penhallow
Geothermal, and subsequent review from CMS and resolve on any further actions and
associated costs

Noted.



No further action with regards to the FOI request. It was resolved to focus attention on
upcoming planning application.
Proposed: Clir Cook Seconded: Clir Bowers unan 182/26/FC

12. To receive a report from the Clerk and discuss the unauthorised cutting of Droskyn
Field and resolve on any further actions
The Clerk’s report was noted. The Clerk also drew Members’ attention to the email from Cornwall
Ecological Consultants, included within the agenda papers. The Clerk noted that guidance for
farmers undertaking environmental agreements recommends cutting after 30 June in lowland areas
and after 12 July in severely disadvantaged areas, although later cutting may be required where
grassland supports specific species. General Government guidance for grassland management
where hay cuts are undertaken also recommends that cutting should not take place before mid-July.
Therefore, the cut undertaken on 14 July was considered to be in line with standard guidance, so no
legislation had been breached in relation to skylark nesting. As no offence had been identified, the
Clerk confirmed that this was not being reported to the police. Cornwall Ecological Consultants has
not recommended that a post-cut ecological survey be undertaken. Informal discussions via email
between the Clerk and Clir Cook were had regarding timing of a cut, and September was mooted to
ensure skylark nesting period finished and reduce the fertility and stop the grass dominating.
However, there was no resolution as this was due to be tabled tonight. However, as indicated in the
investigation report, there are matters for Council consideration. The Clerk recommends that the
future maintenance and biodiversity management regime (including future cutting works) should be
delegated to PS&S rather than discussed at Full Council and can be discussed next month. What
requires discussion and resolution is the management of the remaining uncut areas of Droskyn
Field, whether any hay or arisings should be collected, and if so, by whom, and whether any
governance matters require further consideration arising from the circumstances surrounding the
incident.

It was resolved to follow advice from Steve Sudworth (National Trust), collect arising cut, leave
what has not been cut for now, and do another cut in September and follow a plan. Clerk to instruct.
Proposed: Clir Pentecost Seconded: Clir Arthur unan 183/26/FC

It was resolved to instruct the farmer who undertook the cut to collect the arisings as soon as
possible. Another cut to take place in September.
Proposed: Clir Cook Seconded: Clir Stephens unan 184/26/FC

A discussion was had regarding governance matters. ClIr Arthur said that he had seen the farmer
three or four months ago, and confirmed the field can be cut, but instructed the farmer to contact the
office first. ClIr Arthur added that after many years as a councillor, he was aware of Council
protocol.

Clir Pentecost spoke and said that it appears that this incident happened through
miscommunication. The Clerk reiterated that any instruction must come from the office.

Chair suspended Standing Orders to allow members of the public to speak
The farmer also added that he was concerned about risk of wildfires.

Arthur Sherry asked whether the Council would become involved in relation to the abuse he said he
had experienced. The Chair responded that this was not a matter for the Parish Council and
confirmed that the Council would not be taking any action in this regard. The Chair offered advice
about posting on social media and contacting the local press. The Clerk was requested to prepare a

statement outlining the next steps and to ensure that the position was communicated clearly.
185/26/FC

Signature: /’l (qs\ﬂgmﬁ.;\f:? .....  Date\\ =& -2 4



Chair reinstated Standing Orders

13. To resolve on the draft long-term information signage at Droskyn Field

Clir Cook spoke to this item.

The signage was discussed and supported.

It was resolved to delegate authority to PACE and the Clerk to work on the poster.

Proposed: Clir Bowers Seconded: Clir Hunter unan 186/26/FC

14. To receive and note the Clerk’s Q1 report and resolve on any recommendations from
the Clerk
Noted and thanks given to the Clerk.
It was resolved to:
a. vire £1800 from Insurance budget to Subscriptions and Members to cover shortfall.
b. Vire £8,000 from Insurance budget to Property Manager/Legal Fees to cover additional
legal costs for this financial year.
c. Review balance of Insurance budget (£4950) in Q2/Q3
Proposed: Clir Hunter Seconded: Clir Miners unan 187/26/FC

15. To note Q1 Internal Control Report
Noted. Thanks given to Clirs Miners and Yeo. Councillors for Q2 (October) will be Clir Trenfield
and ClIr Miners. 188/26/FC

16. To note income and expenditure report for end of June 2026
Noted. 189/26/FC

17.To approve the June payment schedule
It was resolved to approve the June payment schedule
Proposed: Clir Miners Seconded: Clir Pentecost unan 190/26/FC

18. To resolve on Invoice No 100696794, Cornwall Council for refuse collection April 2026
to March 2027 (Inner Green and recycling units) at a cost of £26,489.69 plus VAT

It was resolved to approve Invoice No 100696794, Cornwall Council for refuse collection April

2026 to March 2027 (Inner Green and recycling units) at a cost of £26,489.69 plus VAT

Proposed: Clir Cook Seconded: Clir Stephens unan 191/26/FC

19. To receive a quarterly Library Report from the Library Manager

Written report received and distributed ahead of the meeting. Noted the footfall up 53%.
Thanks to the Library Manager and her team for their hard work. Clerk to share the report on
Facebook and website. 192/26/FC

20.To resolve to adopt the revised Employee Handbook June 2026 as recommended by
the Staffing Committee '

It was resolved to adopt the revised Employee Handbook June 2026 as recommended by the

Staffing Committee.

Proposed: Clir Byfield Seconded: Clir Yeo unan 193/26/FC

21.To resolve to adopt the Sexual Harassment Risk Assessment June 2026 as
recommended by the Staffing Committee

It was resolved to adopt the Sexual Harassment Risk Assessment June 2026 as recommended

by the Staffing Committee

Proposed: Clir Stephens Seconded: Clir Yeo unan 194/26/FC

22.To note the Public Spaces & Services Committee minutes dated 13 July 2026 and
resolve on the following recommendation:
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(a) To resolve on a quotation from TMS to carry out works to public rights of way up to the
value of £10k subject to a successful Enhanced LMP Grant Application
Noted that all the works exceeds £24k, however, PS&S highlighted priorities. Clerk to work
with Clir Stephens on which works to include in the grant application.
Proposed: Clir Cook Seconded: Clir Trenfield unan 195/26/FC

23. To note the Finance & Operations Committee minutes dated 6 July 2026 and resolve
on the following recommendations
Discussion took place on the recommendations. Amendments/clarifications were made to the
recommendations regarding:
(a) A new Festival Licence for Tunes in the Dunes
1. 3-year agreement (with suitable clause to terminate)
2. Existing fee structure recommended by Finance & Operations Committee as set out
below:
e Year 1 licence fee: £36,750
e Year 2 licence fee: £38,587
e Year 3 licence fee: £40,526
e Plus any additional costs incurred by PPC.
3. Bond increased from £15k to £30k (with the bond value to be protected by the inclusion
of an interest provision to account for any delay in reimbursement, enforcement, or
recovery of costs) The final wording and interest rate shall be agreed as part of the

updated licence
4. Appoint a suitably qualified individual to monitor compliance of the licence and ensure

appropriate enforcement where required.

5. Include area behind the Watering Hole in the Event Management Plan. Any use beyond
limited vehicular access or a small number of vehicles (for example, as an operational
base or compound) will require separate commercial discussion and agreement.

6. Remove campsite from the Event Management Plan (except where PPC has a specific
interest or involvement).

Clir Stephens left the room 8.25pm

It was resolved to approve the amendments and conditions detailed in points 1 to 6 above.
Finance & Operations Committee delegated to scrutinise new Licence.
Proposed: Cllr Pentecost Seconded: Clir Arthur 9-0(1abs) 196/26/FC

Clir Stephens returned to the room 8.35pm.

(b) To resolve to adopt the following Policy and Procedure en bloc
e Councillor Co-option Policy

e Communications Strategy

o Anti-bribery and Corruption Policy

e Internal Control Policy

It was resolved to adopt the above Policy and Procedure en bloc
Proposed: Clir Hunter Seconded: Clir Byfield unan 197/26/FC

24. Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. In view of the confidential or special
nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable that the press and public
be excluded and instructed to withdraw during the discussions for the following
items: Contracts

Proposed: Clir Hunter Seconded: Clir Yeo unan 198/26/FC
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25.To resolve on the appointment of a contractor, from the two quotations received (or a
capped budget if quotations not received in time) to undertake the investigation and
mitigation of the water leak at Ponsmere Valley, including a separate supply for the
Football Club

The Clerk reported that, following extensive investigations, a water leak had been identified
which was not apparent during initial investigations. The likely source of the leak has been
isolated to an area between the Parish Offices and the Football Club. It was noted that there are
currently two separate water supplies serving the site, with complex pipework, and further
investigation is required to determine whether the leak is located underground or within the
building infrastructure. Quotes are being obtained for the necessary works. The Football Club
are aware of the situation.

It was resolved to proceed with further investigation and remedial works for the leak with
expenditure capped at £10,000. It was also resolved that the Football Club should arrange its
own independent water supply. The Clerk will write to the Football Club to confirm the position.
Clerk to provide any utility maps available to Clir Stephens.

Proposed: Clir Stephens Seconded: Clir Pentecost unan 199/26/FC
26. To note the date of next Full Council Meeting: Monday 17 August 2026

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 8.50pm
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