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Perranzabuloe Parish Council 
 

Legionella Management Policy 
 

Adopted 11 May 2026 
 

1. Policy Statement 

The Parish Council recognises its legal duty under the Health and Safety at Work 

etc. Act 1974 and the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 

(COSHH) to manage the risk of exposure to Legionella bacteria. 

The Council is committed to preventing or controlling the risk of Legionnaires’ 
disease through the identification, assessment, and management of risks associated 

with all water systems under its control. 

This policy applies to: 

• Parish Council Offices  

• Parish Library  

• Parish Council managed toilets (Bolenna, Droskyn and Goonhavern) 

It sets out arrangements to ensure water systems are operated safely, risks are 

assessed and controlled, and compliance is regularly reviewed. 

 

2. Aim of the Policy 

To ensure that: 

• All reasonably foreseeable risks relating to Legionella are identified  

• Appropriate control measures are implemented and maintained  

• Regular monitoring and maintenance are undertaken  

• Staff and contractors understand their responsibilities  

• Accurate records are maintained in line with legal requirements  

3. Responsibilities 

Parish Clerk (Responsible Person) 

The Parish Clerk is appointed as the Responsible Person and is responsible for: 
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• Ensuring Legionella risk assessments are completed and reviewed  

• Implementing and overseeing control measures  

• Maintaining records of inspections, flushing, and maintenance  

• Ensuring competent contractors are appointed where required  

• Reporting significant risks or failures to the Council  

Council Members – Public Spaces & Services Committee 

• Provide oversight of Legionella management arrangements  

• Ensure adequate resources are available to implement this policy  

• Review and approve policy updates and risk assessments  

Contractors 

Where specialist work is required, competent contractors will: 

• Carry out work in accordance with HSE Approved Code of Practice L8  

• Provide documentation confirming work undertaken  

• Report any risks or defects identified  

4. Risk Assessment 

A suitable and sufficient Legionella risk assessment will be carried out for all Council-

controlled premises: 

• Parish Council Offices  

• Parish Library  

• Public toilets under Parish Council responsibility (Bolenna, Droskyn and 

Goonhavern) 

The risk assessment will identify: 

• All water systems and associated components  

• Areas of potential risk (e.g. low use outlets, stagnant water)  

• Required control measures  

The assessment will be reviewed: 

• Every 2 years  

• Following any significant change to water systems or building use  

• After refurbishment or alteration work  
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• If usage patterns change significantly (particularly relevant for public toilets)  

 

5. Control Measures 

The Council will implement appropriate control measures, which may include: 

• Regular flushing of infrequently used outlets (at least weekly)  

• Maintaining hot water storage temperatures above 60°C (where applicable)  

• Ensuring cold water remains below 20°C where achievable  

• Regular cleaning and descaling of taps, basins, and toilet facilities  

• Inspection and maintenance of toilet cisterns and pipework  

• Removal of redundant or unused pipework where identified  

Public toilets will receive particular attention due to variable usage patterns and 

periods of low occupancy, which can increase stagnation risk. 

 

6. Monitoring and Record Keeping 

The Council will maintain written records of: 

• Risk assessments  

• Flushing regimes (including public toilets)  

• Temperature monitoring (where applicable)  

• Maintenance and contractor reports  

• Remedial actions taken  

Records will be retained for a minimum of 5 years. 

 

7. Training and Awareness 

The Responsible Person will ensure that relevant staff understand: 

• Basic Legionella awareness  

• Their responsibilities for flushing and monitoring routines  

• Procedures for reporting faults or concerns  
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8. Public Toilets – Specific Arrangements 

Where the Parish Council is responsible for public toilets, they are fully included 

within this policy and associated risk assessments. 

Control measures will include: 

• Increased frequency of flushing during periods of low usage  

• Regular inspection of taps, cisterns, and pipework  

• Enhanced cleaning regimes  

• Prompt response to any reported defects or water stagnation risks  

9. Review of Policy 

This policy will be reviewed every 2 years, or sooner if: 

• Legislation or guidance changes  

• Risk assessments identify new requirements  

• A relevant incident occurs  

• Significant changes are made to Council premises or facilities 

 


